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DEUS POSITOR MUNDI INVICTUS 

J.G. Bennett 

at Open Veld Ontmoetingen 

Zeist, Netherlands, August 26th, 1960 

I am very happy that I was asked to come and speak here today but I should first of all say that the title of

the address I give, that is Deus Positor Mundi Invictus is not one that I myself would have dared to choose.

It is, I am sure, the greatest theme that can occupy the attention of man and it is a theme that no man can

feel competent to discuss. I wrote to the Organizers to say that I would be happy to speak under the theme

of all 'Open Veld' Meetings: that is "God Founder of the World Invincible" but I did not intend by that to

suggest that I myself could take this as my own subject.

However, now it has happened without my will I am happy because I can say that it has been for nearly 

forty years the subject of my own strivings and of my prayers, that I should be able to understand, while I 

am still alive on this earth, a little bit of what is this relationship between God and his Creation of which 

we men are one small part, 

One reason why I could not choose this myself, as a subject to speak about, is, that I am certain that we

cannot think about God, The greatness of God, the nature of God, and the working of God are all beyond

the understanding of the human mind, even infinitely beyond it. Therefore, any attempt that we make with

our human mind to understand God’s Creation is only to bring down towards our own level that which has

really no comparison with the level of man. The very words: Deus Positor Mundi Invictus imply that God

is utterly different from man for no man can ever have that relationship of standing beyond the whole

existing and the whole created world and yet of entering into it and operating in every part. There is nothing

that corresponds to that, in all our human experience. Therefore, we have to begin with the realization that

we can neither think nor speak about God and yet this does not mean that God is utterly beyond the reach

of man, because it is within the infinite mercy of God also to reveal Himself to man. God is never to be

found by man in man's searching, but God can find man and enter into the heart and the soul of man

revealing to man what he is able to understand, what he is able to receive.

I was very thankful that Baron van Heeckeren spoke as he did in his introduction, because if he had not

done so I would have had to speak myself in nearly the same way in order to emphasize that our relationship

to God can in reality only be one of submission and surrender and acceptance. Our relationship to God is

not one of a one power dealing with another power, even a much greater power than itself, but of creature

to Creator. As a table cannot deal with the carpenter that made it, so man is inevitably like a mere thing in

the Hands of God. If we believe and accept this as the truth, it inevitably raises a question, about which I

feel I must speak a little, before I begin the main theme of my talk today. That is the question, how it can

be, if God is the supreme power working everywhere and in everything, how is it that the world is as we

see it with all the suffering and waste and evil that it contains? How is it that a Loving, All-powerful, All-

wise Creator can permit such a world to exist, as that which we live in now, and which man has known for

thousands of years? This question has been asked over and over again and people have answered it
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sometimes by saying these two are incompatible. They say even that it is impossible for us to see the world 

in which we live, and yet believe in the mercy and goodness and all power of God. And even some people 

throw this as a taunt against people of religion and religious beliefs and say to them "What has your God 

done for His world? We men can at least do better than God can do". We have to face that taunt that has 

been thrown at us. There are others who say that in the inscrutable wisdom of God, evil is necessary for the 

Creation and that we cannot hope to understand why there should be suffering and why there should be evil 

in a world that has been created by a perfect and all-wise and all-loving Creator. 

But I do believe that there is one thing that we are able to understand and that is that freedom is one of the 

many gifts that God has bestowed upon His creation, and especially upon us men. And, in giving the gift 

of freedom, God also gives with it inevitably the consequences of using freedom either to accept or to reject, 

to submit or to rebel against His own Will. I think it is possible to go further than that, especially in our 

time, when we have, through science, through the study of the past, and through better understanding of 

man’s own psychological nature that is that the natural world, the created world, is governed by laws, by 

the laws of nature. God having created the world and set it within the framework of the laws of nature, does 

not set these laws aside in any arbitrary way but allows the whole of the natural process to develop. Nature 

exists according to the laws which He has set for it and among those laws there is also the law of freedom 

it may be. Freedom is present in everything that lives, and it is certainly present in the human soul, or better, 

in the human will. Because of that, because of that freedom, man is able to choose whether he will submit 

himself to the laws of nature, or whether he will raise himself to follow the Will of God for him as a 

responsible being, that is a Man. This conception of man's freedom and the consequences of it is very 

ancient; it was understood before the beginning of history and the very oldest cosmological books such as 

those of the Sumerians already recognized this consequence of man's choosing the natural and of turning 

away from the Divine. It is expressed in the second chapter of Genesis, where the choice in front of man in 

the garden of Eden is described in terms that are as valid today as they were when that inspired book was 

written. That is, man was given authority over the natural world that surrounded him, he was to know and 

to order the natural world on the Earth; but for his own spiritual life he was to follow and to submit himself 

to the guidance of God. The situation of the ideal human existence of the earth is that Man should be God's 

representative and agent for the fulfilment of all natural duties, but everything that belongs to the 

supernatural world that is to the perfecting of the soul of man was to remain the work of God. The guidance 

and direction of everything that man did should come not from man's own intelligence but from God. The 

fall of man, as it is described in the book of Genesis, came from his using his freedom to rely upon his own 

intelligence, upon his own powers, not only to do the outward duty that had been set before him but for 

everything including his own spiritual welfare. From that moment God withdrew and no longer walked 

with Adam in the Garden. 

That picture is always valid and it remains a true picture of our life on the Earth today. For, when man relies 

upon his own knowledge and intelligence, upon all the scientific powers that he has gained over nature and 

turns away from God, then he repeats the act of Adam, he repeats the fall and again there is the withdrawal 

of God. 

This also implies something more about which I want very much to try to make clear my own feeling, and 

that is that, although that God is all-powerful and in the true sense Invincible, it must be evident to us from 

all our experience that there is a way in which God works and that there is a way in which God does not 

work. The way in which God works that is through Love, that is through making possible, through opening 

and as you yourself use the word 'Opening the Field' and the way through which God does not work is 

through compulsion, or any kind of violent forcing of the freedom that He has given into any fixed channels. 

If that is true then it really seems to me that He made clear what is our task and what is the true meaning of 
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human life on the Earth. If we understand that it is the Will of God that we should ourselves submit freely, 

accepting His Power within us and that it is not the Will of God to overcome our freedom and to compel 

man or any other part of His Creation to go out of that own nature, then we begin to see why the world is 

as it is and why this condition of the world is also an inevitable and necessary and right part of the 

Providence of God and the working of God for the good of His Creation. God will not destroy the nature 

that He has made, but He will leave it within its own framework, within its own laws, and as regards man 

that includes freedom, the freedom to accept or to reject. 

If that is true, then the most important thing for man can be only this that he should learn how to use his 

freedom so as to conform to the Will of God. There cannot be for man, anything that can compare in 

importance with this and I would like, before I go on, to speak further about it just to say a little bit about 

my own personal experience in this field. 

I said it was forty years, I think it is more than that, more than 42 years since I first began to feel myself 

very strongly drawn towards an understanding of man’s place and his duty; but for many years I understood 

this as something that I myself had to achieve and discover, I understood my own duty to be my own 

perfecting by means of my own efforts and my own understanding. And I thought of God as outside and 

beyond, having created the universe, having left this universe to itself; not working within that universe 

that He had created. Then I can remember how when I was just 32 years old, I think it is in 1928 I remember, 

I was in front of a very difficult situation in my life and I prayed that a very painful disaster threatening in 

my outward life would not happen to me. As I was praying in this way, I thought: "This is not true prayer; 

you are trying to force God and you are not accepting God's Will." And I asked myself: "Can I really pray 

the words: Fiat voluntas Tua - Thy Will be done"? And I knew that I could not, I knew that I could say in 

ninety-nine things let God's Will be done, but in the hundredth thing, let it be my will. When I understood 

this I felt that all prayer for me was impossible until I came to that moment when I could say of everything 

without reserve: God's Will be done. 

Many years passed and I followed various kinds of self-discipline. At that time I was under the direction of 

a very remarkable teacher P.D. Ouspensky, who was then living in England. Through the disciplines of 

meditation, self-study and so on, I tried very hard to come to the realization of my own nature, and to an 

awakening of myself. I tried also to achieve the submission of my own self-will by submitting to a teacher, 

but I could not do so. It was impossible to submit completely. Though I could achieve obedience outwardly; 

I could not achieve submission inwardly. I realized that I remained rebellious although I could accept as I 

said ninety-nine things, there was always something which I would not accept. 

Then came the years of the war and in 1944 I was in a very difficult situation again. Ouspensky had gone 

to America and I had lost my inner relationship with him. My outward life was also beginning to come into 

a very difficult situation. I was then the Director of Scientific Research of the British Coal Industry and I 

realized that I was not able to agree with my own masters. I saw that I would have great difficulty if I did 

not submit myself; I would lose my job and my position and so on, and I thought to myself: "Let me have 

one thing. If I lose my outward life, at least let my inner life go better." 

At that time I was living where I live now, at Coombe Springs, in South England near London. We have 

the famous springs where there is a pool where I used to go early in the morning to dip myself in the fresh 

water. Early one morning, it was in the month of April 1944; I was going down to the springs. All this 

revolt was in me and then I said to myself: "But why do I revolt? I can accept everything. I can truly say 

Thy Will be done if I accept everything that may happen in the way of unpleasantness either in my inner or 

in my outer life. At that moment I really said without any reservations: “Thy Will be done." I submitted 
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myself to whatever is God's Will and I then experienced something that I had never known in my life before. 

That was the immediate awareness of the love of God. 

It was as if the whole place, every tree, every drop of water from the morning dew on the grass, everything 

was filled with the love of God, I was filled with the assurance that I, in submitting to God's Will, I would 

have everything I needed. That experience which lasted for three days, I remained in this state of conviction 

of the real presence of the love of God and particularly also of the Presence of Jesus as the love of God. I 

saw that Jesus and the Love of God are really one and the same thing. Then time passed, and this experience, 

as all of you who had any kind of mystical experience know, disappeared. After a time I could only 

remember that it had come to me; but sometimes it would return and I would feel sure again, though not 

with the same completeness as I had on that morning. But I understood one thing, which I never afterwards 

could doubt, that if I could come to the complete submission to the Will of God I would have everything 

that man could want and that I would also be guided and directed. 

It is quite true that my life did go in a hard way. Everything that I feared did happen. All the worst things 

came to me. I lost my job, I got into serious difficulties and I was also completely repudiated by my own 

teacher Ouspensky and none of his pupils were even allowed to speak to me so that I did not have any 

friends, either of the outside world or of the inside world. Yet I felt in all this no sense of loss; and indeed 

very soon, out of these many apparent disasters, of which I had been so afraid, every good thing that 

subsequently entered my life, began to come. Then I really understood for myself that the man who submits 

himself to the Will of God, may meet what look to other people as disasters, but he will see for himself that 

they are leading him towards the very best he can wish, he can hope for, beyond what he dares to wish. 

So the years went by and again I tried to return and to find my way back to this inward place in oneself 

where the submission and the surrender to the Will of God are possible. At one time, I went and travelled 

in the East. In the North of Persia, near the Caspian Sea, I met an old dervish and I saw that he was a man 

who was wholly submitted to God's Will. He possessed nothing and he wished for nothing in his outer life, 

but he was a man who at every moment was inwardly filled with happiness, and when I sat near him I began 

to feel the return of this state of surrender. I spoke with him about this and he told me that his whole life 

was based on surrender to the Will of God. From this, and from other meetings, I discovered that there 

really are men in this world who have come to a complete surrender to God's Will: a surrender which does 

not afterwards turn back. But, as I myself at the time was still in the transitional state where, at one time, I 

could feel myself truly surrendered and at other times my own self-will again entered into me. Then I 

wished for this and for that or for something else and I lost my surrender. 

It was only a few years ago that I came into contact with another source of help which started from the 

principle that surrender to the will of God is the foundation of all right living for man; but that this surrender 

cannot come by man alone, that man cannot of his own will, but only by God's help come to this state of 

surrender. I also learned that there was a certain way in asking of man for this state of surrender in order to 

be able to receive it. It was then that I began to see, what I had not understood before, that surrender to the 

Will of God really requires incessant practice. It cannot be achieved just as an act of thought, of one’s mind, 

or of one’s heart; but it requires to be done with the whole of one's being, from one's skin to one's body, 

from one's mind and heart to the innermost place in one's soul. Everything must participate and be united 

in this state of surrender to God's Will. To achieve this complete state requires a gradual process that cannot 

be forced. Even if it is given to us by God to be able to have this surrender; as, for example, I could say it 

was given to me in that March or April morning, of 1944, it cannot become our own possession, part of our 

own nature, unless it is constantly repeated. That is what I then learned and from that I gained quite a new 

understanding of this and saw how the submission to the Will of God gradually can develop in us if we will 

regularly practice it. 
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But this is not nearly so simple as it sounds, for this reason that it is a pure act of will; it is not an act of 

thought. We are accustomed to let in our thinking lead our will. This has become for man such a strong 

habit that men in general have to think first and only afterwards to will. But man's thoughts are really on a 

much lower level than his own will. However noble his thoughts may be, they are still quite unable to have 

that complete purity and openness that is needed for the surrender to the Will of God. 

I gradually came to understand what is the true place of the powers of man. By the word "powers”, I mean 

first of all our bodily functions such as seeing, hearing and the use of our hands, feet and so on. "Powers" 

also include our thinking, our feeling, our likes and dislikes, our desires in our life on the earth. This brought 

me back to a much deeper and a more living understanding of what is meant in the chapter of Genesis to 

which I have referred; indeed of many things that are said in the sacred writings, all of which imply that 

man’s powers are given to him for the fulfilment of his duty on Earth. They are not given to him, to act, to 

do something towards God. Obviously, they are not necessary for that. I can use my power of seeing in 

order to see visible objects, in order to orientate myself in this world, but my power of seeing is not given 

to me for the inward things. I cannot see my own soul and I certainly cannot see God with these eyes of 

mine. The same is certainly true of our thinking. This has really come to be a very clear conviction of mine 

and I want to try to explain to you what I mean, 

The thinking mind of man is really like an extra sense; it is not different in its nature or in its workings from 

our outward senses. In fact, in Eastern psychologies, such as the Hindu or Buddhist psychology, it is simply 

described as a sixth sense and it is not regarded as having a different status from the outer senses such as 

seeing, hearing, touching and tasting and so on. And I am sure that this is nearer to the truth than our 

Western way of regarding the sense perceptions that reach us from the outside through the nerve endings 

of our body as being quite different from the inner working of our thinking process. The study of the nervous 

system alone is enough to show that such differentiation is not right. There are exactly the same nerve 

mechanisms for seeing and hearing and for our inner physiological workings as there are for our thinking 

and associating and so on. Therefore I think we should accept that the thinking mind of man, is simply 

another apparatus similar in nature and of the same level as his sense perceptions. And therefore it is only 

an instrument; it is not the seat of the man himself; Man is not in his mind any more or any less, but certainly 

no more than he is in his senses or in his heart or in his liver, or in any other part of him; it is just one of the 

instruments given to man, for the purposes of life here on the Earth. 

The brain is a special instrument in one way, because the thinking mind of man has the power to remember 

and to foresee. It is through thought that we are connected with time, whereas through the other senses we 

are on the whole more connected with space. It is through the memory, which is largely stored in this great 

mass of the brain, that we connect with the past and that we have pictures and images that enable us to 

entertain purposes and take decisions for the future, But this does not mean that the mind is different from 

the other instruments; it is simply orientated that way, whereas the outer senses are more orientated towards 

the present surroundings. Between the two, they place us in a certain relationship to the world in space and 

time, not merely at this moment, but with the past and the future - in short, a certain power to know what is 

not immediately present. Such is the whole thinking instrument of man. Its purpose should be quite obvious 

to anyone; it is to enable us to live a complete life here on Earth. 

It was said by the old scholastic philosophers, and it is obviously true: nihil, in mente quod non fuit prior 

in sensu; there is nothing in the mind which was not previously in the senses. The whole content of our 

mind consists of the images that have come from our past sense experiences and therefore there is nothing 

that the mind can use that is of a different kind from what we receive through seeing and hearing. Therefore 

if we try to use this mind for something which is not to be seen and heard, we only bring that thing down 

to the level of our senses. That is why, when people try to make a picture of the soul, they make a picture 
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to themselves of some kind of vessel or body or something of that sort. Even when they try to make a 

picture to themselves of God they picture either a King or great Power or great Being of some sort. They 

do so because they have no way of making any pictures with their minds that have not come to them through 

their senses. 

I think we all agree, if we have followed what Baron van Heeckeren said, and if we have followed what 

has been the main theme of these gatherings for so many years, that submission to God's Will is the most 

important thing for man. If so, we must learn to put aside the instruments which are not useful for that 

submission and understand that we cannot submit by thinking. I can say that from my own experience of 

having tried for more than a quarter of a century very sincerely to submit myself to God's Will by thinking 

about it, by the desire to submit, by the desire to be guided by the Will of God and truly nothing happened 

to me, except at certain moments when a situation which was not of my own making allowed me to make 

an act of submission that had not got any thinking or desiring in it. From all that experience a conviction 

has come to me from my life of trying to understand what submission to God's Will really means. I know 

it is shared by many other people. This is one reason why, when I came in contact with the method which 

I spoke about, I was deeply impressed by one thing that we were told: "Do not use your minds; do not 

desire; do not have any picture or image; only stand up, surrender yourself to God as well as you can. If 

what you are doing seems absurd: do not be afraid, trust God, this, which is now for you absurd will be 

made real and true by the power of God.” I learned little by little what is the meaning of trust. What it means 

to trust God, and from that I began to understand, to see quite differently what had been in front of my eyes 

for many, many years, and that is that truly God does work in the world in spite of all appearances, in spite 

of everything that is happening today even if it looks so disastrous. I no longer have no doubt that there is 

a working of Providence now proceeding in the world. 

This working of Providence takes many forms. In some ways, it is simply entering into the private lives of 

people, and teaching them not to put their faith entirely on material and outward things. In other ways, it 

takes the form of quite a large number of specific teachings and methods that have arisen in the East and in 

all parts of the world, certainly in Asia, in Africa, in South America, North America, and Europe. I have 

known many of these and I have come into contact with a number of them. Some I have studied very 

seriously. I think the whole of those teachings constitute simply one element in the preparation of human 

understanding for accepting the working of God in the world. This is true even when these teachings in 

appearance are quite unlike that, when they have the appearance of telling man that he must rely upon 

himself, for example in the teaching of Zen Buddhism which has spread all over the world. In the end Zen 

only teaches that man himself must come to a certain point called Satori. When he reaches this, it is the 

point of surrender. He comes to this without having known what it would be beforehand. But it is the same 

point that is reached let us say by a mystic who has set himself with all his heart to worship and to submit 

himself to the power of God and even visualizes and pictures God to himself in the form of a person, So 

we see that two ways so completely different as the Buddhist approach and the approach of Christian 

mysticism really both lead to the same moment of surrender, of the transfer of the human will to the Will 

of God. 

I think also that, in this subject that I have just been speaking about, there is an important help for the world, 

for it is a method which is given to people now by which they can practice and acquire this condition of 

surrender to God's Will, certainly not by themselves, but by the help of God. It could not be otherwise. 

I think also, in addition to all that, there is something more difficult to define; that is a general adjustment 

of human action in the world to guide and protect us through the time that we are passing, If we look back 

over a short period, nothing at all, of ten years, to 1950, I can remember then, how inevitable war seemed 

to be. In 1947, I myself, by making as reasonable calculations as I could having access to a good deal of 
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knowledge of what was going on in the various countries and the attitude of people, I could not see that a 

third world war could be avoided. I think that any logical analysis made by the mind of man would have 

led to the conclusion that war under such circumstances having always come in the past and it was inevitable 

then. And yet in these ten years not only has war not occurred, but there is undoubtedly a changed attitude 

towards it. I have noticed, also, how changed, since my boyhood, has been the attitude of people of different 

races, of different religions to one another. I remember when I was a boy, how, when I was at school, fifty 

years ago or more, they used to come to us and preach to us about missions, about the heathen, who would 

be damned and would go to hell if they could not in time be converted into Christians. They told us how 

the ignorant black or yellow people were to be helped by the wise and good white people and so on. How 

all that has changed. This attitude also existed let us say fifty years ago, on the part of the Muslims towards 

Christians, they also believed that the Christians were quite lost and even referred to us as infidels. I happen 

to know the Islamic world well; I see what a change has come over it; how little is left of that old intolerance 

towards Christians and Jews and that there was among the Muslims of fifty years ago. In general, there has 

been an increase of tolerance and mutual acceptance in the world. If you look at little events, to these little 

things that happen from month to month, or year to year, like your troubles in the East, or the Belgian 

troubles in the Congo, or these things I saw two years ago in Ceylon, where Buddhists were massacring 

Hindus, these things seem to be important when we are in the midst of them, but they are not really. They 

are more like the little troubles that a child gives when it is beginning to feel its own strength. If we look in 

a bigger way at the world already even in the course of this short period of this century, just sixty years, 

there has been a great change. The change is certainly a change towards a feeling of the Unity of Humanity. 

What I have been speaking about concerns the working of Providence. This I believe can be seen, when we 

have begun to experience the submission to God's Will, and have really come to the place that we can in an 

honest and sincere way say: "I have not my own will; I only wish to do God's Will.” Then it begins to be 

visible to us that there is something happening that even all the human stupidity and all the human 

wickedness - because there are both wickedness and stupidity in the world - are not able to stop. We really 

see that the world is being guided through a time, which might look disastrous, towards an understanding, 

and a real experience, of the oneness of the human soul.  

Perhaps in a thousand years or two thousand years of time people will look back to this period and see and 

really be convinced that during this time mankind was being guided and protected. It is difficult sometimes 

for us to be able to see this, when this kind of as I call them, small disasters, that really are disasters, but 

small as compared to the whole of history, when they occur, we forget and begin to ask what will happen 

next. Is this all going to pieces? Will our civilization collapse? But, if we look larger, always larger, not at 

years or tens of years; but at centuries and thousands of years, it is not like that, it is quite clear, that there 

has been a Guiding Hand at work.  

Now how is this, if it is true, as I believe it is, that the power of God never sets aside the laws of nature, and 

that the law of cause and effect continues to hold good and that the saying, 'What you sow you will have to 

reap' also is true? How is it then, how can it be that there can come an entering into the world of Guidance 

and Protection for man; and, at the same time, the law that we have to reap what we have sown and pay the 

debts that we have incurred? I think that to understand this we have to realize that the laws of nature are not 

themselves so rigid; that there is an extraordinary amount of openness in the working of the laws of Nature 

I will not take the example of indeterminacy in physics, that everyone speaks about, but I take the case of 

biology. In the field of genetics, it is a remarkable thing to see how every little species has such an enormous 

potential for variation in it. Left to itself, it will only produce a certain and limited number of genotypes, 

but there is always latent such a variability, such a range of potentialities in that species, that can never be 

exhausted. We see, in certain cases, where man has intervened as with the dog or the pigeon, extraordinary 
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differences all coming out of one genetic source. This is simply an example of the richness, of the rich 

variability that is inherent in the laws of nature. So I believe that even though these laws themselves are not 

set aside, miracles are still possible. No one overcomes the laws of nature when introducing a new breed of 

plants or animals; but there has to be that intervention, that conscious intervention and guidance for the new 

breed to be produced, I think it is very probable that this is universally true, that on every scale from the 

atom to the whole universe, there is an enormous fund of possibilities, all still remaining within the natural 

laws, and that the direction in which those possibilities will develop can be influenced by conscious 

guidance. 

It is within that immense range of potentialities that the working of Providence keeps the freedom to guide 

without compelling and to protect without destroying the freedom. I think that this happens also in our own 

human life. It is true that the potentialities of human actions are very great, so that it is never possible to 

calculate, as Baron van Heeckeren said, this X-factor that there is in all human events. It is within that 

unknown possibility that the protection and guidance can work; and yet, with it all, at no time are the laws 

of nature upset, nor is there anything which takes away the freedom of man. Among other things, this means 

that there must be the relationship between cause and effect, we must continue to reap what we sow. Out 

of that harvest, which may be bitter for us, there can enter the seeds of great good for the future of mankind. 

I think that this is no mere theory, it is something that we can really experience in our own life, as I have 

experienced in mine, and that we can see it also in the whole of the historical process. Therefore I believe 

that we can be completely scientific, in the sense of accepting the working and the universal validity of the 

laws of nature; that we can also be wholly humanistic, in the sense of accepting and believing that man is 

free and responsible for himself, and yet, with it all, we can and must believe that above nature and above 

man are the Power and the Will of God. This Power and this Will of God are altogether beyond these limited 

things, beyond this limitedness of the natural working and the limitedness of this human freedom. 

What we have to do all of us, I believe, if we feel like this and we feel that really what matters in our lives 

that if we should learn to do God's Will is to practice, constantly to practice, the act of surrender to God's 

Will. Learning to keep our thinking, our reasoning, our intelligence and our desires for the fulfilment of our 

earthly duties, but, when we approach God, to put all these aside and to come into His Presence quite naked 

with nothing but our own Will to love and to serve and to be united with His Will. 

That really brings me to the last thing that I want to speak about, and that is the Will of God. Very often 

people say: "I wish to surrender to the Will of God, but how can I surrender to what I do not know? If I 

knew, if God would say to me go to the right, then I would know that this was the surrender, and turning to 

the left was rebellion: but it is not like that. I do not receive any sign from God. Many people have said this 

to me, when I have spoken to them about surrender, so I realized that it is a very real problem and it has 

been so for me also. 

I think that the truth is something like this. I think that the ability to know the Will of God is something that 

grows and transforms in us through the practice of surrender, that is to say it is not in general revealed to 

those who are not ready to respond. It would be useless to a man who could not, let us say, stop thinking, 

to be told that it is God's Will that he should not think. Or, even if it is a man who could not stop hating, to 

be told that it is the Will of God that he should not hate. Therefore it is necessary for man to acquire the 

power to do God's Will and then the Will will be revealed. 

The question comes then how are we to live while we are still in this state where we wish to do God's Will; 

we wish to learn how to surrender, but we have not yet come to it. I think it is for that above all that the 

revealed religions have been given to mankind in the form, first of all, of the example of lives lived 

according to God's Will. In the simple way like that of Abraham. Abraham shows us the picture of the man 
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who when the will of God is shown to him always obeys, but never understands from the beginning to the 

end. He never understands why it is required that he should go out from Ur, why he should have children, 

why he should sacrifice his son? Only he obeys. This shows us true submission and the true obedience to 

the Willof God, but it is obviously incomplete, as it is shown in the picture of the patriarch Abraham. Yet, 

because of his obedience, he is shown as the starting point of a great spiritualizing action in the world that 

came through the Jewish people. 

Then Jesus is pictured to us as wholly submitted and surrendered to God's Will, never doing his own will 

in anything, entirely different from Abraham, in that he is aware of the Source and he knows what it is that 

is shown to him and what and why he has to do it. And so, without going into other examples, we can see 

that in the life of mankind there have been shown examples of one form or another of submission and 

obedience to God’s Will and of the glorious outcome of that obedience and submission. Also, in addition 

to these examples, there are the commandments and laws of God for man as is exemplified by Moses who 

was not able to see from where the tablets of the law cam to Him because he was not pure enough to be 

able to see what was behind the burning bush. But yet, because he had complete trust in God, power was 

given to him to divide the waters. This symbolizes the dividing of right and wrong, which is also symbolized 

in the tablets of the law. So that we have, in these examples, and symbols, and specific commandments, 

something which is open to everyman to be a rule and a guide for his life. And always, if we look back 

where these come from, always the Source is the active submission and obedience to God. Everything that 

is to be learned from the picture of Abraham comes from one source that is Abraham's obedience; 

everything that comes from Moses comes from one Source that is the trust of Moses. Everything that we 

have from Jesus is that Jesus was wholly conscious of the love of God and wholly united with God in his 

act of complete submission to the Will of his Father. 

And I do want to say something I forgot when I was speaking, but it just comes back to me now, I would 

like to remind you how often the words "receive" or "accept" enter into the words of Jesus and how it is 

said that "He came unto his own, but his own received him not". Or, "As many as received him, he gave 

them power to become the sons of God." 

And also the other way, "because they would not receive him, he could not work mighty works in 

Capernaum." "If they will receive you, enter into the house and blessing will come on it; if they do not 

receive you, depart and shake off the dust." 

I happened to look this up a little time ago and saw how the words "receive" and "accept" enter more often 

than almost any other word in the Gospels. This shows how important is this direct accepting and receiving 

of God's Will. I am saying now that to you because every man has in front of him something which is a 

representation of God's Will, but it is not the same as the direct inward revelation of God's Will. This is 

given, at moments, to the individual, and it will be given more and more as the individual soul is perfected 

and purified. So, as it also said in the Beatitudes: "Blessed are the pure in heart for they shall see God." 

They will see with their heart, if that heart has no longer anything of its own, of itself in it and therefore 

God is able to enter into it. 

I want to speak about my own experience in this. This feeling, this realization that my submission to God's 

Will was blind, was very strong in me, I realized I was perhaps, not to compare myself with a prophet, yet 

rather like Abraham, in that whenever God's Will was shown to me I would obey. I knew that I would really 

obey, as far as I could tell without any reserve, but I did not understand, I did not know why things were 

sent to me. Then I saw also that I must accept this ignorance. 

I can remember very well that, when it came to me, I saw that if it is God's Will, He will show it to me, and 

when it has been necessary, I have been shown things. If for the rest I have to be blind, let me be blind, let 
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me remain in obedience to God, even I will not know or understand anything. That went on for a long time, 

and then, much more recently, I began to see a little more. In fact, the last stage in this history of my own 

life search and life travel, brings me to the present time. It happens that, last year, when I was in Mexico, I 

received a letter from some monks of a Catholic monastery in France, saying they had read my book about 

Subud and that they were interested and they wished to know whether it was possible for them to have this 

experience. They wished to test it for themselves, realizing that it could not be known from theory, from 

descriptions. And they also wished to ask the originator of Subud, that is Bapak Mohammed Subuh with 

whom I was staying at that time in Mexico. I told this to him, and he said, "I cannot go but you can go; it 

would be good if you go.” 

I went in June of 1959. I found men who truly devoted to God. I had not yet previously lived in a monastery, 

I stayed there for a little time, and it was for me a very valuable experience, I am not myself a Catholic, but 

I felt myself completely happy with these Catholic monks, and able to share in their prayers and also able 

to feel how sincere was their wish to submit entirely and to obey to the Will of God. Since then I have been 

two or three times to visit them and each time I have received a lot for my own inner life, by being with 

these men who were practising this exercise of submission to God as well as of course their ordinary 

religious duties. 

This year, when I was there only a couple of months ago, I had many experiences in the form of visions 

and revelations, but I am speaking about one in particular, it was very simple, it was simply this: "The will 

of God for you must be clear; it is to love God and to love your neighbour. This is sufficient and everything 

else will be shown to you when it has to come." And I understood what seems probably to you a very simple 

thing, it is said in every religion, it is said in the old Jewish books, it is quoted again by Jesus in the New 

Testament, it appears in the Quran, it appears in the Vedas - everywhere. It is the most ancient teaching to 

man: that he has two fundamental duties on earth, one is to love God with the whole of himself, and the 

other is to love his neighbour as himself, not as someone different. This is really the Will of God for us 

men. These are clear words that everyone can understand, but I must tell you it is only now I really see that 

this is sufficient, and that the rest, the more specific things, you should do this, you should do that, they will 

always be shown in their own time. 

I believe that those two things the love of God and the love of one’s neighbour are really obtained only 

through the practice of submission to God’s Will. We cannot love our neighbour as ourselves unless our 

soul is so opened that we are able to take our neighbour into it. Also that we are so free that we can enter 

into our neighbour's soul. When we have that we begin to experience the real oneness of the human race. 

And we do understand that each one of us, although we stand as individual in front of God, and our task is 

our own task, we cannot be separated from the rest of mankind. And that probably the real payment that 

has to be made that I spoke about is by accepting wholly all that is done in the world. I remember very well 

when people were completely horrified at the behaviour, let us say, of people who killed in the war, in 

concentration camps, and this sort of things; these are wicked people, I remember myself saying: "We 

cannot say that those people are wicked; we human beings are all the same; we are all wicked. I am not out 

of this, I am not separated from the people who do these things and it is impossible for me to judge anyone 

and to say that man is wicked, as if I were good." 

If we really understand that we all participate in the common human soul, the whole of which is guilty in 

front of God, then I cannot be justified when my fellowmen are not justified. Therefore we have to take up 

in ourselves this general feeling of the revolt of man against God. If I think I do not revolt against God, I 

submit myself to God's Will, let the rest of the world revolt if they will: that is nonsense, it cannot be like 

that, I cannot even say, I and my little group of friends, who have received the Light, we love and we submit 

ourselves to God, and all these other people outside of this, they are revolting, it is not like that, I do not 
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even believe that it is really true and right to divide the world and say: "There are the materialists, who turn 

away from God and here are the religious people who seek after God." I do not believe that in God's eyes 

the world is divided in that way. We are all His creatures and we have to accept if there is someone who is 

a materialist, who denies God, then I also have part of that materialism, and I cannot separate myself from 

that man, all this as I feeI is implied in the commandment "Love thy neighbour as oneself." 

It makes a very real demand upon us, if we are to fulfil that commandment without any reserve then every 

human soul has to be accepted by us as if it were our own soul. This is only possible certainly, if it is God's 

Will for us that we should have that, but no man can do that by his own strength or by his own will or by 

the love that he is able to experience. If it is given to us, it is given to us by God's Grace, but before it is 

given to us, we have to prepare ourselves to receive it. That is the real theme that I wish to put before you 

in this talk today that receiving and submitting to the Will of God is a matter that has to be practiced, it is 

not something that is to be done just by saying: yes, it is a very good idea, it has to be practiced, day and 

night by anyone who wishes to come to that. 

So I hope that I have not spoken for too long to you. 




